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Where did all the money raised in the name of LAVAS go?  

Public statements: Hoi Trinh
1
 has always projected an image of a saintly person 

who does volunteer work and lives frugally, not making much money or pursuing 

personal gains. Most recently he wrote in an article published in Nguoi Viet Daily 

that “for ten long years from 1997 to 2007, I and many volunteers each received 

only $100/month from a fund at our office that I myself and my friends collected 

from donations.” 

 

 
 

The original Vietnamese article can be found at:  

http://www.nguoi-viet.com/dien-dan/Viet-Tan-VOICE-AND-Toi-2758/  

https://voice-europe.org/2016/05/04/viet-tan-voice-va-toi-trinh-hoi/ 

                                                           
1
 Identifying information: Name: Hoi Trinh; DOB: March 19, 1970; Hoi Trinh resided in 

Australia and settled in the U.S. in 2002. 
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Public records 

 

Over the past few days, I have discovered that Hoi Trinh purchased at least three 

houses in as many years, the combined worth of which exceeded $2.5 million.  

 

 
 

Sometime in 2005, he and his wife, Duyen Cao Ky Nguyen, bought a house at 

7598 Freestone Ct, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739, which was listed as property 

of Hoi & Duyen Cao Ky Nguyen – Trinh Trust. They were married in 2004 and 

became divorced in 2008. Apparently they sold this house in 2010. In 2008, the 

house was assessed to be worth $568,000. 

 

Then on May 1, 2006, he and his wife bought another house at 10372 Allen Dr, 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 for $830,000. The mortgage loan was $664,000. So he 

must have paid around $190,000 cash for the down payment and other processing 

fees. After their divorce in 2008, Hoi Trinh continued to list this house as his 

official residence to this day. From the record I found, the ownership of this house 

was passed to “Trinh Nguyen Inc.”, a corporation established by Hoi Trinh’s wife 

(Duyen Cao Ky Nguyen) on Feb 17, 2006. It was dissolved on March 20, 2009 per 

the record at the office of the Secretary of State of California. By that time, 

ownership was transferred to Hoi Trinh; it appears that mortgage had been paid off 

by then, in just three years.  

 



5 
 

 
 

Less than a year later, on April 20, 2007, Hoi Trinh bought yet another house, at 

1802 S Street NW, Washington, DC 20009 for $1,045,000. He was the sole owner 

of this house. With a mortgage loan of $800,000, Hoi Trinh must have paid around 

$270,000 in cash for the down payment and processing fees.  On July 28, 2014 he 

sold it for $1,235,000. 

 

Note that all the houses above, owned or co-owned by Hoi Trinh, were bought 

within the time period that Hoi Trinh claims to be living on $100/month stipend. 

Originally from Australia and having stayed in different countries over the past 

two decades, Hoi Trinh may have bought properties in Australia and/or other 

countries.  

 

There are strong indicators that he might have turned charity donations into 

personal gains. For example, in 2005 and 2006 Hoi Trinh launched a series of 

fundraisers under the name of Legal Assistance for Vietnamese Asylum Seekers 

(LAVAS) purportedly to send lawyers to help some two thousand former 

Vietnamese boat people left stranded in the Philippines resettle in the United 

States. See: http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Stranded-

Vietnamese-a-concern-to-local-community-1640265.php 

 

Dr. Nguyen Dinh Thang, CEO and President of Boat People SOS (BPSOS), who 

co-founded LAVAS as a project of BPSOS, also expressed concern that such 

fundraising was not justified. In the same Houston Chronicle article above, he 

opposed the use of the name LAVAS for fundraising purpose. According to him, 

LAVAS had ceased to exist as a tax-exempt organization by 1998, at which time it 

reverted to being a program under BPSOS. As a matter of fact, I have called 
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California Secretary of State and California Franchise Tax Board and was told the 

entity in question did not, does not and never existed. 

 

The Houston Chronicle article revealed that Lawyer, Lan Nguyen, a close friend of 

Hoi Trinh, had set up a private corporation under the same name: LAVAS.  

“[T]ax-exempt organizations are required to make their financial records public. 

But the financial records of private corporations such as LAVAS are confidential, 

[Denise Azimi of the California Franchise Tax Board] said,” the Houston 

Chronicle reported.   

 

Indeed, the LAVAS organization set up by Lan Nguyen has never reported its 

revenues or expenses to the donors. Probably it did not file revenues with the IRS. 

Rumors circulated that over $300,000+ had been raised.  

 

Through many public statements at the time, Hoi Trinh claimed that the money 

would be used to fund 

lawyers to help resettle 

Vietnamese boat people in 

the Philippines. According 

to the website of 

Vietnamese Overseas 

Initiative for Conscience 

Empowerment (VOICE), 

which Hoi Trinh 

established, these lawyers 

had helped bring 1,573 

former boat people in the 

Philippines to the United 

States.  

The problem is, VOICE was 

not established until 2007. 

So, all of the money raised 

could not have gone to 

VOICE. See: 

http://vietnamvoice.org/about-us/ 

 



7 
 

 
 See: http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Stranded-Vietnamese-a-

concern-to-local-community-1640265.php 

 

In addition, according to the Houston Chronicle, “the U.S. State Department has 

made it clear it does not need or welcome help from the Vietnamese attorneys in 

resettling those who remain in the Philippines.” So, the need to send Vietnamese-

speaking lawyers to the Philippines and finance them was made up by Hoi Trinh 

and his friends. 

 

Nowadays Hoi Trinh fundraises under the name of VOICE, to resettle former 

Vietnamese boat people in the Philippines and Thailand to Canada. There are 

rumors that he demands 40% to 50% of the money raised be given to him.  For 

example, organizers of a fundraising event in Edmonton, Canada, complained that 

he demanded $10,000 be given to him out of the $20,000 raised two years ago. 

Similarly, organizers in Chicago talked about Hoi Trinh demanding 40% of the 

money raised there around the same time. 

 

My concern 

 

One has to question how a person living on only $100 a month could have bought 

three houses in three years that are collectively worth over two million dollars.  
 

  


